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The lecture will present a comparative history of 

national day commemorations in Czechoslovakia and 

Hungary from 1918 to 1989. The book project, 

stemming from her doctoral thesis, offers a 

comprehensive history of national days in both Hungary 

and Czechoslovakia by employing a sequential 

diachronic approach that examines national days in 

each type of regime throughout this period. Of 

particular interest here are the ways in which each 

successive regime sought to overhaul the national day 

calendars of its predecessor, which it claimed to have 

overthrown. The book focuses on how these contrasting 

regimes grappled with, initially rejected and eventually 

incorporated aspects of the preceding regime’s national 

days. During her talk, she will focus in particular on the 

central methodology of the book, which is its 

comparative history approach and how this comparison 

of Hungary and Czechoslovakia has enabled her to ask 

more probing questions and have a deeper 

understanding of each country. 
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